Knowledge and Employability Courses 

Information for Parents

Knowledge and Employability courses provide students in grades 8 to 12, who meet the criteria, with opportunities to experience success and become well prepared for further studies, employment, citizenship and lifelong learning.

Knowledge and Employability courses include and promote:

·   workplace standards for academic, occupational, and employability skills 

· practical applications through on- and off-campus experiences and/or community partnerships

· career development skills to explore occupations, assess career skills and develop a career-focused portfolio
Enrolment in a Knowledge and Employability course(s) includes creating a Learning Plan for each student through consultation.  Each student enrolls in individual courses based on assessment, level of ability in each course, and career and secondary/post-secondary goals.  Some students may transition successfully from Knowledge and Employability courses to other courses in order to achieve a high school diploma, or to access post-secondary opportunities (e.g., some colleges, some apprenticeship programs). Reviewing each student’s Learning Plan on an annual basis will assist in adjusting their goals and courses as needed. 
The following key information is important to parental understanding of Knowledge and Employability courses:

· Your son/daughter will be eligible for a Certificate of High School Achievement upon fulfilling the Knowledge and Employability completion requirements.
· Your son/daughter may have an opportunity to transition from Knowledge and Employability courses to Diploma courses on a course-by-course basis and may have an opportunity to achieve an Alberta High School Diploma.
· Your son/daughter may only be eligible to obtain an Alberta High School Diploma upon fulfilling significant additional requirements.
· Your son/daughter may have access to additional semesters in high school at the discretion of the administrator.
Checklist for Parents

	Students benefit most when their needs and their education plan are appropriately matched.  Students are a minimum age of 12 years 6 months.These questions may serve as guidelines for determining the suitability of your child’s enrollment in one or more Knowledge and Employability courses.


· Does your child learn best by “doing”?

· Does your child require clear and guided instruction?

· Does your child have a history of low achievement?

· Does your child prefer instruction that can be applied to practical, everyday experiences?

· Does your child find reading difficult?

· Does your child find math difficult?

· Has your child expressed an interest in courses related to the world of work?

· Does your child require support in developing workplace skills?

· Does your child require guidance with study skills?

REQUIREMENTS FOR A CERTIFICATE OF 
HIGH SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

	The requirements indicated in this chart are the minimum requirements for a student to attain a Certificate of High School Achievement.  The requirements for entry into post‑secondary institutions and workplaces may require additional courses. 

	80 CREDITS
 
Including the following:

	English Language Arts 20-2 or 30-4


	Mathematics 14 or 20-4


	Science 14 or 20-4


	Social Studies 13 or 20-4


	Physical Education 10 (3 credits)


	Career and Life Management (CALM) (3 credits)


	5 credits in
· 30-level Knowledge and Employability Occupational course or

· 30-level Career and Technology Studies (CTS) or

· 30-level locally developed course with an occupational focus

AND

5 credits in

· 30-level Knowledge and Employability Workplace Practicum course or

· 30-level  Work Experience course
 or

· 30-level Green Certificate course



	OR

	5 credits in
a 30-level Registered Apprenticeship Program (RAP) course



	ALBERTA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS (ENGLISH)

	The requirements indicated in this chart are the minimum requirements for a student to attain an Alberta High School Diploma. The requirements for entry into post-secondary institutions and workplaces may require additional and specific courses.

	100 CREDITS
including the following:

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS - 30 LEVEL
(English Language Arts 30-1, 30-2)

	SOCIAL STUDIES - 30 LEVEL
(Social Studies 30 or 33)

	MATHEMATICS - 20 LEVEL[image: image1.png]



(Pure Mathematics 20, Applied Mathematics 20 or Mathematics 24)

	SCIENCE - 20 LEVEL[image: image2.png]


 
(Science 20, Science 24, Biology 20, Chemistry 20 or Physics 20)

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 (3 CREDITS)

	CAREER AND LIFE MANAGEMENT (3 CREDITS)

	10 CREDITS IN ANY COMBINATION FROM:

· Career and Technology Studies (CTS) 

· Fine Arts 

· Second Languages[image: image3.png]


 

· Physical Education 20 and/or 30[image: image4.png]


 

· Locally developed/acquired and locally authorized courses in CTS, fine arts, second languages, Knowledge and Employability or IOP 

· Knowledge and Employability or IOP occupational courses 

· Registered Apprenticeship Program 

	10 CREDITS IN ANY 30-LEVEL COURSE
(IN ADDITION TO A 30-LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND A 30-LEVEL SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE AS SPECIFIED ABOVE)[image: image5.png]




These courses may include: 

· 35-level Locally developed/acquired and locally authorized courses 

· 3000 Series; Advanced Level in Career and Technology Studies Courses 

· 35-level Work Experience[image: image6.png]


 

· 30-4 level Knowledge and Employability course or 36-level IOP course 

· 35-level Registered Apprenticeship Program 

· 30-level Green Certificate Specialization 
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For students who entered Grade 10 before September 1998, the mathematics requirement—Mathematics 20 or 23 or 24—may also be met with any 10—credit combination of mathematics courses that includes either Mathematics 13 or Mathematics 10; e.g., Mathematics 10 and Mathematics 14. Students may also use Pure Mathematics 10, Applied Mathematics 10, Mathematics Preparation 10 (5 credits) in conjunction with Mathematics 10 or Mathematics 13 to meet this requirement. 
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The science requirement—Science 20, 24, Biology 20, Chemistry 20 or Physics 20—may also be met with the 10-credit combination of Science 10 and Science 14. 
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Students may earn any number of credits in the study of second languages, but only a maximum of 25 language credits may be used to meet the 100-credit requirement for the Alberta High School Diploma. 
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Students entering Grade 10 in the 1998-1999 school year and subsequent school years will be able to use Physical Education 20 and/or 30 to meet this 10-credit requirement. 
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30-level English or 30-level social studies courses from a different course sequence may not be used to meet the 30-level course requirement. 
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Students may earn any number of credits in work experience, but only 15 credits may be used to meet the 100-credit requirement for the Alberta High School Diploma. 

FURTHER NOTES: 
· For 30-level courses that have a diploma examination, the final course mark consists of an average of the school-awarded mark and the diploma examination mark. 

· Students in Francophone programs should consult the Alberta High School Diploma Graduation Requirements for French First Language—Francophone in this Guide. 

· Mature students should consult the Mature Students section in this Guide for applicable graduation requirements. 


Transition Opportunities (Course Sequence)

Recommended transition points from Knowledge and Employability courses to other courses are identified below:
	English Language Arts 
*ELA 8
*ELA 9
*ELA 10-4
*ELA 20-4
*ELA 30-4







  ELA 8
  ELA 9 
  ELA 10-2 
  ELA 20-2
  ELA 30-2

	

	Mathematics

*Math 8
*Math 9
*Math 10-4
*Math 20-4

  Math 8
  Math 9
 Math 14
  Math 24

	

	Science
*Science 8
*Science 9
*Science 10-4
*Science 20-4







Science 8
 Science 9
 Science 14
 Science 24

	

	Social Studies

*Social
*Social 
*Social
*Social 


 Studies 8
 Studies 9
 Studies 10-4
 Studies 20-4

 

Social
Social
Social
Social
Social

Studies 8
Studies 9
Studies 10-2
Studies 20-2
Studies 30-2




* Knowledge and Employability courses
Knowledge and Employability Occupational courses align with some Career and Technology Studies (CTS).
�.	To qualify for a Certificate of High School Achievement, students must be enrolled in a minimum of one academic Knowledge and Employability course.


�.	Refer to the Off-campus Education Guide for Administrators, Counsellors and Teachers, 2000 for additional information.


�.	Refer to the following Web site for additional Green Certificate information � HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/k_12/curriculum/bySubject/green/green_pofs.pdf" �http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/k_12/curriculum/bySubject/green/green_pofs.pdf�


�.	Refer to the Registered Apprenticeship Program Information Manual, 2004 for additional information.
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