Memo
To:
Middle and Junior High Principals and Science Leaders
From:
Pat Kaiserseder, Science Specialist, Curriculum and Learning Technologies
Date:
June 25, 2008
Re:
Safety in Junior High Science Programs
In the past week, your school received a print copy of the latest revision of “Chemical Safety in Middle

and Junior High School”.  That document belongs in the Science area of your school, and it replaces previous versions.  Please inform all science staff of this document, and if ask that they look briefly through that document, and the rest of this information.
This document should become one of a set of resources that form a “Safety Station” for Science safety information.  Set up your Safety Station in a science prep area, and store all resources together.
Your Safety Station should have all of the following:
1.  Safety in the Science Classroom – Alberta Education manual, should be your first source of information and guidance for safe science practice.

2.  Secondary Sciences and Laboratory Safety Guidelines – CBE manual; 2008 revision.  This manual supplements the Alberta Education document.  It also refers to some CBE-specific procedures, such as use of lead materials.  (Revised document will be posted in the Science Community of Practice Site.)
The following three items may be contained in a single binder:

3.  Chemical Safety in Middle and Junior High School, 2008 – as mentioned earlier, all science staff should be familiar with the purpose and use of this resource.

4.  Chemical Inventory – Every junior high school had an inventory developed sometime in 2007, by a trained science technician.  Schools are responsible to maintain that inventory.  

*Accurate chemical inventories should be updated twice a year, with an updated copy kept in the main office, accessible to firefighters if needed.

5.  Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) – The science technician developed an MSDS binder, accurate to that time.  It is the responsibility of the school to maintain a complete and accurate MSDS binder.

*MSDSs must, by law, be no older than three years old (they are delivered with expiry dates).  Schools will have to update most of your MSDSs before the end of 2008.  Watch for more instruction in the fall.
Additional optional, and good, Science safety resource:
NSTA safety manual available here, http://www.nsta.org/store/product_detail.aspx?id=10.2505/9780873552011.   

Please visit the Science Community of Practice site, https://staffroom.cbe.ab.ca/CBEIntranet/Learning/Communities/Curriculum%20Support/Science  for additional information, contacts, and resources about safety in science.

*We would like to have a science contact for every junior high program.  Please contact the science specialist at jrmichaud@cbe.ab.ca to add a contact name.
Thank you.
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