Attention Grade 4, 5 and 6 Teachers! Habitat for Humanity is running a writing contest October 5, 2009- November 13, 2009.

Please take a peek at the excellent resources available on the website and consider getting your students involved in this project as active and engaged citizens!

From October 5 to November 13, 2009, students in grades 4, 5 and 6 can enter the third annual Meaning of Home writing contest in support of Habitat for Humanity. We wanted to make teachers aware of this initiative as soon as possible, as we know how busy the September back to school season is.
 
By entering, students have the chance to make a difference in their community – the winner will be part of the ultimate gift: A $60,000 contribution towards the building of a Habitat home in or near the winner’s community.
 
The best part is: Teachers can incorporate the writing contest into their classroom activities and assignments. As you know, one of the key elements of language learning is to interact and connect with individuals. Here’s how the writing contest helps teachers meet some core requirements:
 
· The writing contest provides students with the opportunity to produce an original piece of work that reflects their capacity for independent critical thought. 

 
· The contest is an activity that students will see as meaningful; one that challenges them to think creatively about a topic that directly impacts their lives – the meaning of home – and will ultimately improve their writing skills. 
 
You can download a complete, ready-to-go Education Module – including a lesson plan, activity ideas, writing tips and a Habitat for Humanity fact sheet – and full contest details at www.meaningofhome.ca   (French: www.sensdunchezsoi.ca)
 
This year’s contest has an exciting new element – YOU can decide the winner!  Finalists’ entries will be displayed on www.meaningofhome.ca and voting will be open to the public. It’s a great way to get students excited about participating and let Canada know how involved your school really is! Check out the difference last year’s winner made: http://www.yourhome.ca/homes/article/589712 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Cayley Kochel
 
